Shore-Exposed Plants -— S. & N. Queensferry and nearby 
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Plants noted on the sands, rocks, sandy edges and exposed parts right beside. 
Ordering : See the bookmarks view in the PDF viewer for sections. Within each section, plants are ordered by flower colour, white and then as the 
rainbow colours, and within a colour usually smaller plants first. White albino forms of many plants occur. 


4 Clear Petals 


Sea Mouse-Ear - Rocks & dune slack approaching Hound Point; N. Queensferry streets near sea. 


Can be rather sticky to handle, and so may be covered in sand grains. Approx 4 styles and stamens; petals usually 4, but may be 5. 
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Cerastium diffusum 


Common Scurvy Grass - Soily or rocky edges close to the sands (frequent). 
Flowers 8-15 mm, lower leaves rounded, higher leaves unstalked; related to the Danish Scurvy-Grass (C. danica) found on salted roadsides that has 
4-5 mm flowers. 


Cochlearia officinalis 


Lady Bedstraw - Very exposed grassy edges (Hound Point). 
The leaves are in whorls. There are two subspecies, a dune form low-growing with very congested leaves, and a larger, upright inland form with 
aced leaves. 


Galium verum 


Wintercress Common - Inland plant occasionally finding itself on the shore edge (Port Edgar). 


The uppermost leaves are poorly lobed (pic 4). 
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Barbarea vulgaris 


Early Forget-me-not - Dune slack approaching Hound Point. 


Miniscule flowers, cup shaped centre, fruiting stalks generally shorter than the fruits - compare next, with which it grows. 
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Myosotis ramosissima 


Field Forget-me-not - Dune slack approaching Hound Point. 


Small flowers, fruiting stalks longer than fruits - compare prior, with which it grows. 
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Myosotis arvensis 


Field Gentian - Hound Point (apparently, I've not spotted them!) and Carlingnose Point (where 
these were taken) directly opposite on the north side of the Estuary. 


Four petals. 
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Gentianella campestris 


Sea Rocket - In the sands (e.g. Dalmeny). The flowers are often pale lilac or fairly white-looking. 


The leaves are somewhat fleshy, and the pods distinctive (pic 3). 
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Cakile maritima 


5 Clear Petals 
Sea Sandwort - Frequently spreading in the sand (e.g. Dalmeny). 


Distinctive. 


Honckenya peploides 


Fairy Flax - Probably from Hound Point. 
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Linum catharticum 


Heath Pearlwort - Rare: rocks halfway toward Hound Point. 


Parts, including leaves, are glandy. 


Sagina Subulata 


Meadow Saxifrage - Cramond Island (back part exposed high ground). 
Very hairy 


Saxifraga granulata 


Bladder Campion - S. coast (note of having seen it) & N. Queensferry. 


Triangles (sepals) at flower base (pic 3) are short and wide, as are Sea Campion, however its flowers are in a branched cluster (pic 4) and petals are 
narrowish (pic 2). 


Silene vulgaris 


Sea Campion - Beach edges or nearby rocks (Dalmeny, Cramond). 
Leaves uniformly small, petals filling out the flower (not gappy like Bladder Campion), 


flowers fairly solitary when examined (not branched clusters) 
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Silene uniflora 


Bramble - A complex of hundreds of microspecies commonly encountered. 
The flowering leaves have 3 leaflets, the non-flowering leaves 5 leaflets. Flowers may be white or pinkish (sometimes very). According to species 
there are varying thorns, mini-thorns (acicles), hairs, leaf sizes and stalks, flower sizes and arrangements etc, but expertise is required. 
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Rubus fruticosus agg 


Scarlet Pimpernel - Occasionally on grassy surface of rocks (Dalmeny) & streets (N. Queensferry). 


Distinctive flower. Often speckled under the leaves. 
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Lysimachia arvensis = Anagallis arvensis ssp arvensis 


Burnet Rose - Hound Point and other spots. 


Rose with distinctive dark rose hips; with many short and long spines and regularly 9 leaflets (more than the usual 7 of wild roses). 
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Rosa spinosissima = Rosa pimpinellifolia 


Japanese Rose - Edge of Cramond Island particularly. 


Pink or white, with a powerful perfume; hips distinctively wider than long, the leaves with a rugged surface, the thorns dense, and of multiple sizes. 
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Rosa rugosa 


Silverweed - Approaching Hound Point, and other spots. 
Distinctive. The underside and often edges and upperside have a silvery gleam. 
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Potentilla anserina 


Trailing Tormentil - Rare: halfway to Hound Point. 


4-5 petals, leaves stalked (lower long). 


Potentilla anglica 


Cornsalad Common - Dune slacks approaching Hound Point, maybe other spots. 


Cornsalads as a group are distinctive, however the species are recognised by the seed shapes - for this they are fat without a crown on the tip. 


Valerianella locusta 


Greater Sea Spurrey - Lilac or White. On the pier east of the Rail Bridge. 


The petals are larger than the five green sepals at the flower base. The seeds are distinctively winged (pic 3). 


Spergularia media 


Harebell - Hound Point, Cramond Island. 


Three short stigma in the flower centre (Peach-Flowered they are long), the basal leaves (pic 4) are notably different from the stem leaves. 
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Campanula rotundifolia 


Umbellifers 


Umbellifers have flowers clustered together to form umbrellas, usually composed of sub-umbrellas. 


Scot's Lovage - Cramond Island (lots at back of) and occasionally Dalmeny coast. 


Ligusticum scoticum 


Burnet Saxifrage - Hound Point. 
The leaves at the base (pic 4) and stem (pic 5) are quite different, as shown. 
7 iy % Ps Naseer wee % A 


dy 


Pimpinella saxifraga 


Hemlock Water-Dropwort - Dalmeny coast - extremely poisonous. 


Looks and smells (when crushed) like a giant celery. Flowers have dark anthers (pic 2, zoom in). 


ry 


4 


Oenanthe crocata 


Sweet Cicely - S. Queensferry shore; Cramond near causeway. 

Leaves feathery usually with white blotches, usually hairy on all parts but some with little hair and few white patches. Flowers frothy without dark 
anthers, the crushed parts smell of fennel, fruit large and long. 
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Myrrhis odorata 


Giant Hogweed - Coastline damp spots. Photoreactive sap - avoid touching! 
Leaves are very large and usually well-incised unless young; stem is red-blotched and usually bristle-haired; outer petals enlarged (as Common 


Hohweed). A complex of several similar species not yet fully worked out, some for example flower and die, others are perennial. 
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A complex of species historically called Heracleum mantegazzianum. More details. 


>5 petalled or Rayed 


Sneezewort - Hound Point. 
With flowers like its yarrow but larger and fewer, and narrow, toothed leaves. 


Achillea ptarmica 


Sea Mayweed - Coastline (e.g. Dalmeny coast). 
Flowers large and solid (they don't squeeze) with no smell when crushed. Related to the Scentless Mayweed to which it is very similar but the seeds 
(pic 5) have long oil glands (not round), and seed ribs touching, and the leaf ends fleshier and often blunter. 


Tripleurospermum maritimum 


Ragged Robin - Whitehouse Bay. 
Distinctive ragged petals which when properly counted are 5. 
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Silene flos-cuculi = Lychnis flos-cuculi 


Goat's-Beard - Cramond (vegetated sands at start of causeway). 


Flowers in the morning and closes early afternoon. 
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Tragopogon pratensis ssp minor 


Ragwort - Occasional. 


Jacobaea vulgaris = Senecio jacobaea 


Hybrid Silver Ragwort - Port Edgar. 
The hybrid of the wild Common Ragweed above and the garden Silver Ragweed, but less white-haired. Technically the inner seeds should be checked 
to be hairy. 
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Senecio x albescens 


Common Umbellate Hawkweed - Hound Point (its vegetated sands). 


The leaf edges are distinctively curled under (3), causing the teeth often to point downwards (4, zoom). 
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Hieracium umbellatum subsp. umbellatum 


Autumn Hawkweed - Hound Point (its vegetated sands). 
In this Hawkweed, there are numerous stem leaves, the lower ones can be quite long, but the higher ones are wide-based. The flower base is hairy 
in this form (f. sabaudum). 


Hieracium sabaudum forma sabaudum 


Grand-Toothed Hawkweed - Hound Point (its vegetated Sands). 

The base leaves are very variable, but the leaf bases (4,5) usually have enlarged toothlike lobes that often point toward the stem. The base of the 
flower (3) is rather to very black-hairy with glandy tips (zoom). There is usually exactly one single small to moderate-sized stem leaf, sometimes a 
second tiny one. 


Hieracium grandidens 


Hawkweed, Common - Port Edgar. 
This needs a revisit but looks from the photos to be this species, with its several-leafed stem. 


Hieracium triviale Norrl.= Hieracium vulgatum Fr. Confusingly there is a H. neopinnatifidum Pugsley that was H. triviale Sell & Murrell 


Perennial Sowthistle - - Sands and closeby, e.g. Dalmeny coast, Cramond Island. 


Large flowers and usually distinctive yellow glands o 


n the flower heads (pic 4). 


Sonchus arvensis 


Black Knapweed - (Widespread inland. ) 


May be rayed (pic 4), distinguished from Greater Knapweed by the scales of the flower base and leaf shape, and from Lesser by the stem widening 


toward the flower head. 


Centaurea nigra 


Elecampane - Rare escape: bank edging the sands as you enter Dalmeny woods. 


The large flowers and leaves are distinctive. 


Inula helenium 


Asymmetric or Congested Flowers 


Thrift - Coastline. (Some roads inland in Fife.) 


Distinctive; when just leaves it can be recognised (compared to Sea Plantain and Sea Arrowgrass) by its linear leaves not widening toward their 


bases, usually with hairs and not usually U-shaped in profile (all pic 4). The leaf surface often has notable pores. 
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Armeria maritima 


Lesser Meadow Rue - Hound Point and Carlingnose Point on the north side. 


Distinctive. 


Thalictrum minus 


Lesser Medick - Port Edgar. 
Flower base not very hairy (v Black Medick hairy), fruits brown and papery (v hard grape-like cluster), leaves have recessed ends lacking an inner 
point (v with inner point). 


Trifolium dubium 


Common Birdsfoot-Trefoil - Port Talbot. 


Fairly low-growing, compared to Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil its flowers are mostly fewer than 6 per cluster (v more), often oranged (v rarely) and the 
flower stem generally solid (v hollow). 
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Lotus corniculatus 


Common Toadflax - Cramond n 


Distinctive. 
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Linaria vulgaris 


Wild Thyme - Hound Point; Cramond Island; north side at points. 


Matt-forming; the crushed leaves smell of thyme. 
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Thymus drucei = Thymus polytrichus 


Restharrow - Hound Point; north side. 
Rathy sticky-tacky to touch, not spiny. 
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Ononis repens 


Common Vetch - Port Edgar (edging to shore). 
Flowers fairly solitory, leaves have tendrils at ends (pic 4). Two subspecies, one where the large sail petal is pale (ssp segetalis - pic 3) and one 
where a simiar colour (ssp nigra). This one (pics 1-2) is somewhat intermediate. 
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Vicia sativa 


Sea Milkwort - On Longcraig Pier; variously along Dalmeny shoreline. 


Forms mats. Magnified the leaves are covered in pores. 


Lysimachia maritima = Glaux maritima 


Purple Milk-Vetch - Dune Slack west of Hound Point (larger specimens) and also Hound Point. 
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Astragalus danicus 


Obscure Flowers 


Slender/Annual Pearlwort - Longcraig Pier and no doubt other barish ground. 


Upright not sprawling. There are two subspecies (species) but this specimen is a bit hard to decide which. 


Sagina apetala (ssp uncertain here) 


Slender Parsley-Piert - Dalmeny shore (prob. approaching Hound Point). 


rather than broader triangles). 


Flowers ( 
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pic 4) are straight and closed (not pinched open as A. arvensis), the bracts (pic 5) with fingers ( 
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Aphanes australis 


Pelitory-of-the-Wall - Port Edgar probably (location unnoted); N. Queensferry near shore. 


Male flowers (pic 2) and female (pic 3) are on separate parts of the plant. 
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Parietaria judaica 


Annual Nettle - Dalmeny on sand beside grassy area (5). 
Male flowers in pic 2, female flowers in pic 3, all on same plant. Leaves are smaller than the common nettle and the flowers are held close to the 
stem.. 


Urtica urens 


Common Nettle - Shore edge. 
Male flowers (pics 2 & 4) and female flowers (pics 3 & 5) on separate plants. Leaves are larger than annual above and flowers are held out widely 
from the stem. 


Urtica dioica ssp dioica 


Curled Dock (shore subspecies littoralis) - Dalmeny shore. 


Similar to the Curled Dock found inland but with 3 warts around the fruit (pic 4) not 1. 


Rumex crispus ssp littoralis 


Trees / Large Shrubs 


Sea Buckthorn - Whitehouse Bay beside house; north side. (Far more on E. Lothian coast.) 
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Hippophae rhamnoides 


Scots Elm - Dalmeny shore edge and likely elsewhere. 


Leaves are rough-surfaced and large, with the leaf bases asymmetric. 
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Ulmus glabra 


Rhododendron - Dalmeny shore line and likely elsewhere. 


Rhododendron ponticum 


Common Hawthorn - Dalmeny shore and likely elsewhere. 
The flowers (pic 2) have a single central stigma (not 2 of Midland Hawthorn or 1-2 of the hybrid) and the fruits (pic 3) likewise, and one fruit stone 


(pic 5). 
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Crataegus monogyna 


Grey Poplar - Rare: Dalmeny shoreline. 


Hybrid of White Poplar and Aspen. 


Populus x canescens 


Oraches 


Oraches (Atriplex) are distinguished by the individual fruits looking like two hands in prayer (see pics below), clustered together in balls or chains. 


Grass-Leaved Orache - Whitehouse Bay, particularly shore beside (W of) the Almond. 


Distinctive. 


Atriplex littoralis 


Spear-Leaved Orache - Whitehouse Bay and prob. elsewhere. 


Broad triangular base leaves, the base points projecting strongly outward (not forward). May grow upright (particularly on roadsides) or sprawling 
(exposed areas). On the shore its leaves are fleshier, on roadsides (pic 5) more papery. 
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Atriplex prostrata = Atriplex hastata 


Frosted Orache - Dalmeny sands and likely elsewhere. 
A low spreading greyish plant, the fruit large and 
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Atriplex laciniata 


Babington's Orache - Whitehouse bay and elsewhere. 


The fruits (pic 3) have 4 projections on and are toothy on their end half. The upper leaves extending into the fruiting/flowering area are quite 
sizable/wide. 


Atriplex glabriuscula 


Common Orache - A note of its presence. 


Fruits are fairly untoothy and lacking or with few face projections. Usually a variable, sprawling plant with upper leaves diminishing quickly into 
narrow leaves, the lower leaves tending to have forward base ‘ears. 


Atriplex patula 


Plantains and Arrowgrass 
Bucksthorn Plantain - Piers and rocks. Found generally on coastline. 


Leaves usually clearly lobed (pics 1 & 5), (pic 4 extremely!). 


Plantago coronopus 


Sea Plantain - Common on rocks, south and north. 
The leaves (pic 4 & 5) are ribbed and somewhat meandering. 


Plantago maritima 


Sea Arrowgrass - Near Port Edgar and elsewhere. 

Somewhat similar to Sea Plantain when not flowering (pic 2), but the leaves (pic 1) are rather strict (less meandering), not or poorly channelled 

above (pic 4); the fruits (pic 3) are of 6 segments (Marsh Arrowgrass they are of 3 segments). 
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Triglochin maritimum 


Ribwort Plantain - Occasional in sand, mostly would be at grassy edges being an inland plant. 


Leaves wider than Sea Plantain, and the flowering stems (pic 2) are clearly ribbed. 


Plantago lanceolata 


Ferns 


Ferns don't have flowers but have spores (usually under the leaves) that are released. 


Common Polypody - A little west of Hound Point. 


The young sori (pic 2) are round (not elliptic as Intermediate Polypody), and in good sheltered specimens the leaves rather parallel-sided (pic 4). 
Technically a 200 x lens of the mature sporangia (pic 3) is used to confirm by counting cells. 


Polypodium vulgare 


Bracken - West of Hound Point approaching shoreline. 


Formed of single upright stem with large fronds branching off. Other large ferns take the form of large shuttlecocks of many leafy stems. Sporing 
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Pteridium aquilinum 


Sedges (Carex) 


Sedges generally have triangular stems though they can be rather rounded triangular or occasionally triangular. Many have the male parts held above 
the female (such as Glaucous Sedge further below). Their fruits are embedded together in a spike. 


Sand Sedge - Sands west of Hound Point. 


A small plant spreading with runners (pic 5) in the sand, often forming lines. 


Carex arenaria 


False Fox-Sedge - Dalmeny shore. 
Fruiting heads are distinctive (pic 2) lacking gaps and with long ‘leafy’ bits (bracts), 
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Carex otrubae 


Glaucous Sedge - Dalmeny shore. 


Leaves rather bluish. The female (pic 2 & 4) fruits bulge, with 3 stigma (white threads); the male (pic 3) are several per plant with scales broad and 
rounded. 


Carex flacca 


Rushes (Juncus) 


Rushes tend to have round stems and often flower-like flowers (though small), and for fruits form nuts 


Salt-Marsh Rush - Dalmeny shore. Generally likes salt marshes. 
Distinctive fruiting heads (pic 4). 
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Juncus gerardii ssp gerardii 


Grasses 


Early Hair-Grass - Dalmeny shore. 
Asmall plant, with tight flowering heads (pics 1 & 2). 


Aira praecox 


Common Saltmarsh-Grass - Longcraig Pier. Likes salt marshes. 


Puccinellia maritima 


Reflexed Saltmarsh-Grass - Coastline. 


Puccinellia distans 


Sweet Vernal Grass - Vegetated sands west of Hound Point. 


The hairs in pic 5 are uncommon for a grass. 


Anthoxanthum odoratum 


Red Fescue - Longcraig Pier, and elsewhere. 


Narrow rather wiry leaves (pic 4), flower spikelets sizeable and awned (have bristles - pic 3). 


a 


yao 


Festuca rubra 


Sand Couch - Dalmeny coast. 


Wiry bluey leaves, the spikelets (pic 2 & 3) coarse and poorly overlap. 
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Elytrigia farctus ssp boreoatlantica = Elytrigia juncea (ssp b.) 


Common Couch (Coastal Form) - West of Hound Point. 


When viewed to see the alternating spikelets (pic 2) they face aside from view (not face on like Rye-Grass) and are well-overlapped. Common Couch 


xt, inland form). 


Elytrigia repens 


Common Couch (Inland Form) 


The normal inland form is green not bluey, and may be awned (bristles, pic 3 & 4) or not pic (2). 


Elytrigia repens 


Lyme Grass - Dalmeny, Cramond. 


(pic 3 - note thumb size!) 


Broad open bluey leaves (pics 1 & 4), the flowerhead very large and coarse 
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Leymus arenarius = Elymus arenarius 


Marram-Grass - Dalmeny, Cramond. 


The bluey leaves are narrow and wiry, the flower head large but feels rather rounded and not coarse. 
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Ammophila arenaria 


Common Reed - West of Hound Point. 


Can grow very tall. Spikelets have hairs interspersed (pic 4). 


Phragmites australis 


